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World Health Organization

Two Major Global Trends

• Rapid Aging Population

• Increasing Urbanization

Age Friendly Network Founded in 2005

Currently 258 cities in 28 countries



Age Friendly Cities in USA

• Portland first in the USA

• Los Altos and Los Altos Hills first in California

• New York, Boston, Chicago, Suffolk County, 
Wichita, Sausalito, San Francisco,  Atlanta, 
Westchester County, Roseville, Des Moines, 
Honolulu, Washington, D.C









Seniors’ Agenda Vision

To address the issues facing the growing 
number of 

Santa Clara County seniors and their 
families.



Age Friendly Initiative

All cities in Santa Clara County will become 
a World Health Organization designated 

Age Friendly City by 2017



Steps Involved To Become A WHO Age-
Friendly City/County

• Planning (Year 1-2)

• Implementation (Year 3-5)

• Progress Evaluation (End of Year 5)

• Continual Improvement



8 Domains of Livability

• Housing

• Transportation

• Outdoor Spaces and Buildings

• Communication and Information

• Social Participation

• Respect and Social Inclusion

• Civic Participation and Employment

• Community Support and Health 
Services





Benefits of County/Cities Collaboration

• Cost Effective

• Share Resources

• Work with over 100 Non-profit Partners

• Avoid Duplication

• Leverage Networks Together



Age Friendly Communities of Silicon 
Valley

• Share technical assistance of CAFÉ

• Share a media campaign and branding

• Recognition that your city is looking to the 
future, creating a community that is vibrant, 
connected and green, and serves the needs of 
all residents regardless of age



My role in Age Friendly Initiative

• START thinking/planning with Age friendly 
mindset

• SHARE data, measurements, expertise

• PARTICIPATE & PROMOTE in county wide age 
friendly survey



NEXT STEPS

• Organize an age friendly taskforce

• Assessment

– Focus groups

– Surveying

• Gain support of elected officials

• Submit application to WHO
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SAVE THE DATE

Senior Symposium: Aging Reimagined

Friday, May 6th

10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Mexican Heritage Plaza 

San Jose



CONTACT INFORMATION

Diana Miller M.A, Seniors’ Agenda Project Manager

Web address: www.sccgov.org/daas

Email: diana.miller@ssa.sccgov.org

Phone: (408) 755-7695




